
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation for Brain Health 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Forget-Me-Not Cafe 

Your Project Summary: The Carolyn L Farrell Foundation arts enrichment programs have grown a great 

deal over the last year. This is thanks in a large part to the CAC grant along with our strong donor base. 

We have developed a new program to offer to the community. The Forget-Me-Not café will occur twice a 

month and will feature a different performing art form such as music, storytelling, poetry, dance, and 

improve each week and will be centered with café refreshments. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is clear.  One of the highlights of this project is how it uses a variety of artistic 

disciplines and explores other ways to bring value to participants.  In the future, for support materials, 

please diversify slightly, not just brochure and videos though the videos were heartwarming.  A photo 

collage can give a visual snapshot of who is being served and how they are being served; it can show 

diversity that may be missed in a video. How can you encourage Creative Connections participants to bring 

their family members?  How can family members and caregivers be engaged in the unfolding of the Cafe, 

can you reach out to them for input? 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the criteria for funding. The project is focused and shows great 

impact to the community it serves: individuals with dementia. This is a very unique program with great 

public value. The goals to increase the participants are well articulated and easy to evaluate. The proposal 

also lists with specificity the activities related with the Forget-Me-Not-Cage, which include sessions with 

a music therapist, TimeSlipsTM storytelling, poetry, dance, and improv. On the capacity side, as the project 

grows, the program will benefit from increasing its operating budget, especially if their goal is to increase 

the number of participants every year. However, I believe they made some mistakes in listing the expenses 

on the Program Budget page. They say the expenses are $10,000, but however the listed expenses only 

total $5,000. It is important that these line items are revised carefully before submission, as it makes me 

wonder and question the staff's ability to carry out the program. For that reason, I somewhat believe it 

meets the funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application reflects programming that meets the criteria for CAC funding. Outreach 

to those suffering from dementia and memory loss is a critical service addressing a marginalized 

community. Curating and hosting interactive arts-based programming is proven effective means of 

creating space for meaningful events with benefits for all participants. The diverse mediums and 

intergenerational approach are in line to build both enhance programming impact and expand 

organizational capacity. Having participated in this type of work as facilitator I can attest to it's nurturing 

nature and profound impact. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. While there is a good demonstration of 

the public benefit from implementation of the cafe through engaging those living with dementia and 

significant others in their lives through various art therapies, it is not clear what is actually proposed for 

use of the funding. In the narrative, you define the addition of a weekly session (the cafe) as your goal, 

but in the same sentence, you reference a bi-weekly event. I'm not clear on whether you're proposing a 

new project or continuation of what is already done through the Creative Connections program. However, 

your central focus of expanding art therapies in a free and accessible format for a population that isn't 

often engaged has the potential to generate a tangible public benefit with some more thought and 

organization. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat demonstrates evidence that it meets the funding criteria. While the 

organization understands and works with its community, it is unclear 1) what meaningful relationships it 

has with its stakeholders and 2) how they are accessible to the public. The applicant intends to be 

intergenerational, and as such, greater examples or information as to how they will reach beyond their 

community would have been helpful. While it is unclear as to whether or not they engage qualified art 

professionals, the applicant most definitely inspires its community to think creatively and/or differently 

through the use of arts  as a tool for coping with dementia and other mental disabilities. The performing-

arts focused Forget-Me-Not Cafe is fresh programming that contributes to the liveliness of their 

community, albeit not energetic neighborhoods. Their project goal and measures are clear, appropriate, 

and realistic. However the applicant did not provide a clear plan as to the "how:" how they will implement 

the project and achieve their goals of increased attendance and greater intergenerational participation. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


